
MARCH UPDATE 

Dear prayer support partners, 
 Thank you for your prayers, I 
greatly appreciate them.   Well, the 
infection in my tooth that I asked 
prayer for in my last prayer-letter 
only got worse and needed some 
serious treatment!  Of course, in my 
situation “serious treatment” meant 
I had to leave the island of Santo 
and head down to the Capital—Port 
Villa.  This obviously came at a  
financial cost owing to the fact that I 
had to fly, pay for a Dentist, and pay 
for accommodation whilst there.  

Despite this however, I had to return 
to Australia to get it all finally  
sorted—it all adds up very quickly .  
Thank-fully now it is all well and 
thanks to The Lord I was able to pick 
up a couple of casual Nursing shifts 
at the Toowoomba Base Hospital 
enabling me to recoup some of my 
expenditure. 
 It was a good couple of weeks, 
but I was quickly back to Santo and 
back into the work of the Ministry.  
It seemed like I only just got back 
when Cyclone Oma developed and 
unusually stuck around for 5 days  
sending much more rain than  
expected.  Although there was little 
damage, the rivers were far too high 

Vanuatu Medical Mission 
Rachael Cochrane 

Santo, Vanuatu 

SENDING 

CHURCH: 

Garden City Baptist Church 

601 Bridge Street 

Cotswold Hills, Queensland, 4350 

Ph.: (07) 4633-4543 

www.gardencitybaptistchurch.com.au 

PO Box 209, 

Luganville, Santo 

VANUATU 

rannecochrane@hotmail.com 

 

to cross, and slow to go 
down. This week has 
been the first time back 
to the South of Santo 
to visit the people of 
Karia community for 
some time. The biggest 
river has changed  
dramatically, one  
vehicle crossing is now 
creates a literal waterfall!    
 On this note, it has become 
obvious that the little Suzuki 4WD I 
own needs to be replaced with a full

-size 4WD.  Whilst the 
Suzuki has been a huge 
blessing, it is just too 
light to safely make 
many of 
the river 
crossings.  
Up until 
now I 
have had 

the benefit of other 
vehicles to assist, but I 
have often found my-
self alone and having 
to head on by foot.  A 
proper 4WD would go a long way to 
assist the ministry here, so if I could 
ask for your prayers as I begin to  
investigate the sale of my Suzuki, 
and saving for the good-sized short-
fall in the costs. 
 Thankfully the Dengue  
outbreak that we have in town  
hasn't affected the people down in 
Karia.  However, the abundant mud 
left over from Cyclone Oma means 
that there is a high number of  
infected sores—plenty of work for 

me!   Some changes have come with 
the New Year here as well as some  
of the youth have moved on as they 
have been accepted into high 
schools further away and they are 
being missed. So too are Matt and 
Lydia who continue in NZ for  

medical treatment.  
Lydia has had one  
operation and they are 
hoping to come back 
soon.  
 Back up in  
Luganville, someone has 
again attempted to 
break in to my little 
house.  When I got 
home this afternoon I 
saw the damage—could 

you keep this in prayer as I am often 
away for extended periods! 
 

 Blessings from, Rachael.  
 
 

Prayer & Praise Points 
 Lydia Meads back to heal 

(possible surgery required). 
 For the youth who are from 

home to continue in their 
Christian walk.  
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