
DECEMBER UPDATE 

Dear Prayer Partners,  
I have had some amazing answers to 
prayer recently. My visa has been  
approved and I am writing this from  
Vanuatu (although I almost didn't make 
it back this year). As they say 'island 
time' made it a lot later than I expected. 
Due to the lateness of my visa approval I 
wasn't sure I would return to Vanuatu 
this year because my mother wanted a 
family Christmas after my Dad's  
accident. When I received an  
unexpected donation for the flights to 
return to Australia 
for that, I decided 
to fly back to  
Vanuatu as soon as 
I could. I will  
continue with my 
usual ministries for 
the next month. 
The donation will 
allow me to go 
back for Christmas 
and spend a week 
with all my family 
in Australia.  
     My Dad didn't end up going to a  
nursing home. Instead, thanks to my 
Mother's insistence, they discharged 
him to her care at home. I'm glad I was 
there to help in the beginning as the 
first few weeks were hard. After many 
readmissions to hospital he is greatly 
improved and can do a lot of things by 
himself now. Dad is still confused but is 
recovering gradually. I'm thankful for 
God's mercy throughout this hard time 
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support. Thank you too for all your  
prayers.  
     I would like to thank  
everyone who has donated  
towards a bigger truck for me. With 
those funds and the money I saved  
working in Australia while waiting 
for my visa, I believe I will have 
enough. Although it depends on how 
much my current vehicle will sell for. My 
old Jimny did reach South Santo bush 
this week, but only after I was towed 
out of a massive mud hole by a passing 

truck. I am looking forward to 
finding a bigger vehicle more  
suitable for these jungle roads.  
     It was difficult coming back to 
Karia after the passing of one of 
the youth girls here. Renetta was 
a good friend who died while I 
was away of liver complications 
from Lupus. Her mother Melinda, 
who is not a Christian, has been 
more open to talking about 
God because of her passing.  
     I just made a trip to West 
Coast Santo on the 9th‐11th 

of December for the opening of a 
water project with Matthew and 
Lydia Meads going by boat and a 
hike. It was some real rough living! 
 

LATE NEWS: 
     Last Friday I was at home and at 
about 7am I heard rocks landing 
on the house roof. I went and 
looked out, couldn't see anyone. In 
short order I heard a big rock thrown, so 
I again went out, this time unlocking the 
main house and look fully around, but 
still not seeing anyone. After a bit of 
silence l went to my little room, and as I 
did I heard my key jangle. I ran out and 
saw the door open, and continued  
outside but still saw no one. However, 
when I came back in I found all my 

keys—house, gate and car—all stolen, 
along with my purse and brand new 
nursing shoes. I had $900 in the purse as 
I had been asked by Missionary Matt 
Meads to pick up stuff for fixing the  
water pipes that I was going to buy in 
the morning. I had to wait till Matt came 
back from the Bush to unlock the fence 
gate and change the locks. The police 
think it was some younger people, but I 
don’t hold out any hope of anything else 
being returned. 
     Obviously now I can't sell my car until 
I get a new key lock & ignition system 
when I go back to Australia. I am  

currently  
carless ,but Matt 
and Lydia are in 
town for 2 weeks 
so the have helped 
me get to appoint-
ments.  
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer & Praise Points 
• Thanks to God for my  

father's improving health. 
• My new 2 year visa! 
• For Melinda's salvation. 
• New vehicle. 
• Praise for money already raised 

for the new truck.  
 
I hope you have a wonderful Christmas!   

Blessings — Rachael 
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